
National
Invitational
Education

Award
October 2016

www.jessamine.kyschools.us/

Principal: Gina Bernard
Counselors: Joe Brannen, Heather Kidd
FRC Coordinator: Debbie Cumbie

by Gina Bernard
Fall is officially here and the temperatures will be changing, and 

leaves turning colors.  It is an exciting time at school as well.  Our 
students go outside as much as possible for recess.  It is very helpful 
for students to have a jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with them each 
day in the case that the day is cool.  You may want to consider 
leaving a spare jacket in your child’s backpack.  We want students 
to make sure they have time to run and play outside as much as 
possible.  

Now that your child has adjusted to coming to school, this is 
a great time to begin encouraging some more independence for 
your son or daughter.  When walking your child into the school we 
suggest allowing your child to always walk on their own, carry their 
own backpack, and help direct you to their classroom.  At home, 
have your child put their own things away, help you with sorting 
socks, and setting the table.  Children love helping out and having 
responsibilities both at home and school.  

I would like to stress the importance of your child being at 
school every day, and arriving on time.  For both preschool and 
Kindergarten, our students are learning very important things each 
day.  Instruction begins quickly in the day, and if your child arrives 
late, they will miss some fun activities and perhaps breakfast.  
Preschool and kindergarten attendance is the foundation for ongoing 
academic success.  Remember doctor notes are great to send in if 
your child is ill and goes to the doctor.  

Thank you for your continued support of your child and the 
Village.  We could not do what we do without your help!

Attendance Matters 
The Jessamine Early Learning Village is dedicated to 

providing your child with a high-quality, child-centered 
environment that promotes success for all children. Please 
make every attempt to have your child present and on 
time to school each day!

Did you know…Students with low attendance in 
both Pre K and K often go on to continue to have low attendance. 
Also, they are more likely to be retained by grade 3 and have lower 
academic outcomes compared to their peers who attend school 
more regularly.

Did you Know…National studies show that students who 
miss more school than their peers consistently score lower on 
standardized tests, a result that holds true at every age, in every 
demographic group, and in every state and city tested.

JELV ATTENDANCE POLICY 

• Kindergarten students are required by law to attend school. 

• A note from you, a physician, or a court excusing the absence is 
required within 5 days of the child returning to school

 • We can only excuse a total of six (6) days per school year with 
a parent note.

 • Doctor’s notes or notes from court will also be accepted and 
they are separate from parent notes.

 • Any child who has three (3) or more unexcused absences is 
considered truant.   

We love having your child here at the Village! Establishing good 
habits and a strong foundation for education is especially important 
at this age.  Please help us make an effort to improve our school 
attendance and your child’s academic performance by sending your 
child to school regularly! Please feel free to contact us, Heather 
Kidd or Joe Brannen, JELV Guidance Counselors, 887-5358, if you 
have any questions

by Joe Brannen and Heather Kidd
JELV Guidance Counselors



by Emmi  D. Marcum, M.A.  CCC/SLP
Speech Language Pathologist

One area of development that SLP’s provide services for is 
Speech Sound Production / Articulation.  

Articulation refers to the production of individual speech 
sounds (how well you can understand spoken words)
There are four types of Speech Errors:

1. Omissions – a sound is left out of a word (un for sun or 
ca for cat)

2. Substitutions- desired sound is replaced with another 
sound (dock for sock

3. Additions – extra sounds are added to words (balue for 
blue)

4. Distortions – desired sound is produced in an unusual 
way

Our teachers are great at recognizing when a child may 
need a speech screening.  Preschool and Kindergarten aged 
student’s speech is very developmental in nature and varies 
greatly from child to child.  Contact your SLP if you notice 
your child doing any of the following:

• When you do not understand at least 50% of child’s 
message

• When child is displaying omission of syllables in multi-
syllabic words

• Frequent omission of consonants at the beginning or 
ending of words

• Feeding or drooling problems

HOLIDAY ASSISTANCE
The Village is pleased to offer the JELV Holiday Assistance 

Program again this year.  This program was created to be an addition 
to a child’s/children’s Christmas based on financial need.  After fall 
break, you will receive a letter about this program in your child’s 
folder.  If you need Christmas assistance, the letter will give detailed 
information about how you can sign up.
JELV FALL FAMILY HOEDOWN

Thursday, October 6th
5 PM to 7 PM
Flyer with detailed information will be sent in your child’s folder.

HEATING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
Information about the Low Income Home Energy Assistance 

Program (LIHEAP) which helps to offset the cost of heating bills will 
go home after fall break.
FRC ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETINGS

The FRC Advisory Council meets several times during the school 
year and is open to the public.  The meetings begin at 3 PM in the 
Family Resource Center.  Please give us a call if you have any 
questions or want to verify that a meeting date and time has not been 
changed.  The first meeting will be Tuesday, October 18th.

COMPUTERS, TV and EYES....
OH MY!! 

Focusing on the computer or television screen (Nintendo; 
PlayStation) for extended periods of time may lead to eye 
discomfort, fatigue, blurred vision, eye focusing problems, eye 
irritation and headaches.  Prevent these problems by encouraging 
your child to take a 10-minute break, at least every 30-minutes.  
Check the brightness of the screen and the level of light in the room.  
Light levels that are too high can contribute to excessive glare.  
Check for glare on the screen from windows or other light sources.  
The computer can be turned to prevent glare from hitting the screen.  
A glare screen may be a helpful solution.

October OT Tip of the Month
Julie Wells, MS/OTR/L Occupational Therapist

News from the Nurse 
Connie Bandy, RN

Once again I had a student brought in to see the nurse because he 
didn’t feel well. I found no signs of illness-his temperature was nor-
mal, he had played hard at recess, had eaten all of his lunch and was 
having a good day until the class began to do a lesson he didn’t en-
joy.  He told the teacher that his mom told him that if he didn’t feel 
good, she would come and get him and so he “didn’t feel good.”  
When a parent tells a child they will pick them up if they don’t feel 
well, you can guarantee that I will see that child in my office during 
the day complaining about not feeling well.  If you, as the parents 
have any doubt as to the health of your child it may be best to keep 
them home that day. If your gut instinct is that your child is sick, 
but they insist on coming to school-please pull the parent rank and 
keep them home.   Don’t make it a day of fun-if they stay home 
sick, they should be treated as if they are sick.  I promise you that if 
your child is sick at school, the teachers usually pick up on it very 
early-often before symptoms appear so they will be brought into the 
Health Room.  There they will be allowed to rest and often feel bet-
ter after a short rest, or if it is determined they need to go home ev-
ery effort will be made to contact someone to pick them up.  Please 
keep the school up-to-date on any phone number changes that occur 
during the year.  If your child has a fever of 100.0 or greater you 
will be asked to pick your child up.  Your child must be fever free 
for 24 hours WITHOUT the use of any medicine to return to school.  
Please review the guidelines in the Parent Handbook, page 2 for ill-
ness and medications at school.  If you did not receive a copy of the 
handbook on enrollment, please notify the front desk at JELV.   If 
you have any questions, feel free to call me at 887-5358.
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JELV Breakfast Menu 
October 2016

Meal Cost:  Lunch  $ 1.65   Reduced Price Lunch $ .40  
 Breakfast  $ 1.00   Breakfast  $ .30
 Extra Milk $ .50    Adult Meal Price - Breakfast $1.70, Lunch $ 3.00
Note: Menus are subject to change without notice.
   

Sausage/Biscuit Yogurt/Elf Grahams Pillsbury Mini Bagels

+ Breakfast Plus + 
(The following breakfast menu items are served daily in addition to the breakfast item listed for each day.)

Cereal and toast,
fresh fruit and assorted juices, 

choice of milk

Breakfast Pizza WG Mini Powdered Donuts Sausage Biscuit Yogurt/Bug Bites Strawberry Poptarts

Pillsbury Mini Bagel

Strawberry PoptartsWG Honey Bun

WG Dutch WaffleMaple Cinnamon Pancakes

Fall Break! No School! Return to Class Oct. 17!

WG Mini Powdered Donuts Breakfast Pizza Sausage/Biscuit
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Chicken Pattie /WG Bun
Steamed Green Beans
Pineapple Tidbits
Fruit Juice Swirl Cup

Hamburger w/ Trimmings
Seasoned Potato Wedges
Baked Beans
Mandarin Oranges
Apple Juice

Giorgio Pizza
Steamed Corn
Applesauce
Orange Juice

Chicken Pattie/WG Bun
Tater Tots
Apple
Orange Juice 
WG Chocolate Chip cookie   
     
     

  
W/G Bosco Stick w/ sauce
Green Beans
Diced Pears
Fruit Swirl Cup

Popcorn Chicken/ WG Roll
Whipped Potatoes
Baked Beans
Pineapple Tidbits
Apple Juice

Baja Fish Sticks
Macaroni and Cheese
Seasoned Greens
Mixed Fruit
Strawberry Kiwi Slushie

Pizza
Tossed Salad
Apple
Orange Juice
Vanilla Ice Cream Cup

Pizza Crunchers
Tater Tots
Tropical Fruit
Apple Juice

Pizza
Steamed Corn
Cantaloupe
Apple Juice
Vanilla Ice Cream Cup

Hamburger/Trimmings 
Sides: Green Beans
Tator Tots
Applesauce
Orange Juice

Chili/Toasted Cheese Sandwich
Celery/ Carrots
Diced Peaches
Apple Juice

Chicken Nuggets
Whole grain Roll
Whipped Potatoes
Apple
Fruit Slush Cup

Fall Break! No School! Return to Class Oct. 17!

Popcorn Chicken/WG Roll
Whipped Potatoes
Collard Greens
Chilled Mixed Fruit
Apple Juice

Nachos/Meat Sauce/Cheese
Sweet Potato Tots
Diced Peaches
Fruit Swirl Cup

Sub Sandwich/ Trimmings
RF/Doritos
Carrots/Celery
Baked Beans
Diced Pears
Fruit Slush Cup



by Kathy T. Fields

National School Bus Safety Week will be observed 
across the country this October 17-21, providing a 
wonderful opportunity to remind each of us of the 
importance of our role when it comes to keeping 
kids safe in and around school buses.  The big 
yellow buses that herald the start and end of each 
school day transport an average of  5,000 students in 
Jessamine County, traveling a collective 6,500 miles 
on a daily basis.  Our buses are part of the largest mass 
transportation fleet in the country, as approximately 
475,000 school buses carry 25 million children each day.  

The National Academy of Sciences and the U.S. 
Department of Transportation agree that school buses 
are the safest form of transportation for getting children 
to and from school.  According to the Transportation 
Research Board, the school bus is 13 times safer than 
other non-commercial vehicles, including the family 
car.  Safety features including the color and size of the 
bus, reinforced sides, flashing lights, cross view mirrors, 
and crossing and stop sign arms ensure that children are 
protected and secure on, as well as while getting on and 
off, the bus.  

Additional advancements in technology enable us 
to make your child’s ride to and from school as safe, 
comfortable, and efficient as possible.  Infofinderi.com  
a tool that helps families locate bus routing information 
including bus numbers and pick-up/drop-off times, 
can be accessed on the district website, www.jessamine.
kyschools.us.  The vast majority of our buses are also 
equipped with a digital video system, enhancing bus 
security, discouraging vandalism, and assisting with the 
resolution of disciplinary issues.  

We also rely on you to help us keep kids safe on and 
near the school bus.  When other drivers obey bus 
warning lights and signage, it helps ensure that students 
are able to enter and exit the bus in a safe manner.  State 

law requires that on a roadway with less than four lanes, 
all traffic in both directions must come to a halt while 
a school bus is stopped with the stop arm extended 
and wait until the sign is withdrawn and the bus begins 
moving before motorists move their vehicles.  

It’s also important to teach your child to take 
particular care in the “Safety Zone”.  This zone- ten 
feet in front of the bus, ten feet on both sides, and the 
area behind the bus—is where children are in the most 
danger of not being seen by the driver.  Also remind 
your child to stand at least 6 feet from the edge of the 
road while waiting for the bus, to check both ways for 
cars before stepping off the bus and to always cross in 
front of the bus, not behind it.  

While our modern buses and technological tools are 
important, Jessamine County’s dedicated team of 150 
transportation professionals are the ones who make the 
biggest difference, with a daily commitment to keeping 
your child safe while traveling to and from school.  All 
school bus drivers must obtain a Commercial Driver’s 
License (CDL).  Once they have a license, drivers 
receive specialized classroom and behind-the-wheel 
training in student loading/unloading procedures, 
student evacuation, student behavior management, and 
emergency medical procedures. In addition, drivers are 
required to participate in pre-employment and random 
drug and alcohol testing, undergo frequent driving 
record checks and pass annual medical exams to ensure 
that they are physically qualified to drive a school bus. 

Jessamine Schools’ bus drivers, monitors, driver 
trainers, mechanics, dispatchers and administrative 
employees all work together to deliver students to 
school and back home safely each day.  I hope that you 
will join us as we salute our transportation professionals 
for all that they do to protect and care for our students, 
each and every day.

The ABC’s of School Bus Safety


